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GENERAL GUIDE TO
CITING LITERARY CRITICISM USING MLA

AUTHORITATIVE DIRECTIONS

- MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6™ edition
o Available at circulation desk

- Diana Hacker’s books or website http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/

- The database help screens. The help screens suggest citations that do not always match
what the MLA Handbook requires. However, they provide key information that can be used
when formatting the citation into MLA format.

CITING LITERARY CRITICISM IN GALE’'S REFERENCE BOQKS

Cite as "a previously published article reprinted in a collection." See the MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers. 6th ed., MLA 5.6.7) page 158-160 (See example on page 160).

Example: Twentieth Century Literary Criticism and Short Story Criticism

Marshall, Toman. “The Political Satire in Joseph Heller’'s Good as Gold.” Studies in Contemporary Satire

17 (1990): 6-14. Rpt. in Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism. Ed. Linda Pavlovski. Vol. 151.

Detroit: Gale, 2004. 294-297.

Wilson, Edmund. “The Ambiguity of Henry James.” The Hound and Horn 7 (1934): 385-406. Rpt. in

Short Story Criticism. Ed. Thomas Votteler. Vol. 8. Detroit: Gale, 1991. 274-6.

BIOGRAPHICAL ARTICLES IN GALE’'S REFERENCE BOOKS_

Cite as "an entry in a multivolume work." See the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed.,
MLA 5.6.15, page 167-168 (Example on page 168).

Example: Dictionary of Literary Biography

Dworkin, James B. and Sarah Geis. “Jack Ryder.” Dictionary of Literary Biography: American Sportswriters

and Writers on Sport. Ed. Richard Orodenker. Vol 241. Detroit: Gale, 2001. 259-65.
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CITING GALE ONLINE RESOURCES

To site literary criticism or biographical information from one of Gale's databases, cite as "a work from a
library or personal subscription service." See the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed., (MLA
5.9.7) page 229.

According to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (page 229) citations for works from library
subscription services should include the following:

- Begin with standard facts about the print publication, omitting data not given by the online

service

- Name of database underlined

- Name of service (if known)

- Name of library or library system (with city, a state abbreviation, or both if useful)

- Date of access

- URL of service’s home page (if known) if not known, end with date of access.

Examples:

Packer, J.I. “Still Surprised by Lewis.” Christianity Today. 7 Sept. 1998: 54, 56-60. Contemporary Literary
Criticism. Gale Literary Databases. Miller Lib., Grand Rapids, MI. 6 Oct. 2004
<http://www.galegroup.com/>.

Page, Norman. “Thomas Hardy.” Dictionary of Literary Biography: Victorian Novelists After 1885. Ed. Ira

B. Nadel and William E. Fredeman. Vol. 18. Detroit: Gale, 1983. 119-41. Dictionary of Literary

Biography. Gale Literary Databases. Miller Lib., Grand Rapids, MI. 24 Sept. 2004.
<http://www.galegroup.com/>.

“Thomas Hardy.” Contemporary Authors Online. 2004. Contemporary Authors. Gale Literary Databases.

Miller Lib., Grand Rapids, MI. 5 Oct. 2004 <http://www.galegroup.com/>.

1001 E BELTLINE AVE NE | GRAND RAPIDS MI 49525.5897 | 616.222.1458 | www.cornerstone.edu/library

10/12/2004



