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2006
Facing the New Year -- 2006 -- with ABTS includes a great deal of change!  After adding

Papua New Guinea as a new teaching site in 2005, ABTS will offer trial seminars in both South
Korea and Australia.  These sites are tentatively slated to be officially opened as teaching sites in
2006 and 2007, respectively.  ABTS will also launch its brand new website (abtscu.org) in 2006,
with the assistance of the webmasters at Cornerstone University.  We will further witness the
official “passing of the baton”, with the conferring of leadership of ABTS from current Director,
Norman Barnard, to Robert Rapa at the ABTS Triennial Conference (March 8-10, 2006 -- Chiang
Mai, Thailand).  We pray for faith and grace to sustain us, and hope you will keep us in your
prayers as we progress through these changes.  We praise the Lord for enabling us and entrusting
us with His work in Asia!

We also praise God for the dedication and persistence of our
most recent group of graduates.  We laud their faithfulness in run-
ning with endurance the race set before them.

Wong Wing Yan (“Venice”)
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Pastoral Ministries

Hong Kong
Background:  B. Econ. (Economics); Responsibilities
have included leading worship services, cell-groups, evan-
gelistic ministry teams, church’s education department;
student minister for past 3 years, church planting.

“ I am so thankful that our Lord graciously re-
wards me not only with my first theological degree but

also continuous spiritual growth and ministry enhancement through studying with ABTS. Studying
through the program, I am often challenged to aim high and work towards perfection in Him, for
Him and through Him.  Each and every course I have taken with ABTS impacted me differently,
with its teaching being so well planned, so comprehensive, so fruitful, so enlightening, so challeng-
ing, so enriching and most importantly, its professor being the life model through which our Lord
continues to move, convict and shape my life. As a direct result of studying the program, I am more
eager, inclined and equipped to study the Bible in depth, live on it and thus experience continuous
spiritual growth.  It was as if I myself have been undergoing an intensive discipleship program.  I
was shaped by our Chief Shepherd and moved to follow His example devoting my entire life in
tendering the flock He has entrusted to me.  I have developed increasing passion and love for the
lost.   We are now starting a new church under the lead of my pastor, together with a group of
brothers and sisters in Christ.  May we be built up as a powerful people of Him, a group of His
mature disciples that continue to be His witnesses in this world to the very end of the age.  May His
kingdom come and His will be done!  As far as acquiring Bible knowledge, improving ministry
effectiveness and pursuing personal spiritual growth are concerned, I consider this program very
worthy of recommendation to others.  Please do continue to serve us in Christ!”
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Chan Yau-keung (“Alex”)
Degree:  MA in Interdisciplinary Studies
Family -- Wife: Fung Man-yee (“Chris”); daughter: Chan Yiu (“Bethanie”), 5 yrs old
Hong Kong
Background:  BS, MS; has now completed MCS & MA with ABTS; Fellowship tutor, cell group
leader, & Bible Study group leader.

“I am now serving in a youth fellowship and
lead the Bible Studies in the Sunday School.   I am also
the leader of a cell group in my own fellowship.  The
ABTS courses have given me a lot of insight into the
teachings in the Scripture.  I think that without all these
insights there is no spiritual growth at all because only
God’s Word and the working of the Holy Spirit can make
one grow to spiritual maturity.  It lets me love His Word
much more because His Word guides me in my everyday life and in my ministry to serve Him.  It
has laid a better foundation for me to develop an intimate relationship with Him.  I am much
encouraged by the witness of the professors and classmates in the residential seminars.  Their
total commitment  and dedication to their ministries became my valuable examples and contrib-
uted to my personal spiritual growth very much.  In my own ministry, I think that Bible knowledge
and interpretation are of paramount importance and should form the core of all the ministries.  All
the courses that I have learned are biblical.  The Bible is the final authority; therefore I have to
commit myself to the study of God’s Word.  Teaching God’s Word to other Christians, especially
children and youth, will be very important to their growth to Christian maturity.    The program is
very beneficial for personal growth and equipping one for Christian ministry.”

Ednor D. Sebag
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Intercultural Ministries

Family:  Wife -- Felumin May Barile-Sebag, M.D.; Children
- John Xerxes (8), Jana Renx (6)

Philippines
Background:  B. Th., Music minister, missionary, Faculty/

Director of Bible Institute for past 17 years.
“After my graduation from seminary, I thought that I had

enough ‘supplies’ for the battlefield (the ministry) but I was
wrong.  My primary purpose for entering the program was to get a degree. But as I started taking
the courses, discussing and interacting with other students and our professors, I found myself a
person of little learning and still needing to learn many things.  Indeed, as I continued the program
I realized that my learning of new truths and insights is more than getting a degree.  The courses
I have taken indeed gave me a deeper understanding and appreciation of my Christian life.  I was
so excited to know some truths about God and how to serve Him better.  The program has equipped
and helped me confirm my ministry.  Thanks for this ministry.”
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Liberty J. Belandres
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Intercul-
tural Ministries
Philippines --

Ministers in Thailand
Background:  B.A. Economics, Di-
ploma in Theology; has worked as
Christian worker, Bible Woman/
Christian Worker (Philippines) in 2 churches; Missionary & Church Planter (Regional Director)
since 1994.

“I am the Regional Director of the South Thai Church Planting of OMF Thailand.  I lead
an international and interdenominational group of missionaries.  I also work with Thai church
leaders and advise the committee of ACTS (Associated Churches of Thailand - South).  I also
teach Home Bible Seminary (a lay-leadership program wherein students answer a workbook.  I
discuss the lesson with them at least once a month.) When I started with ABTS (10 years ago!!), I
had a goal for this program to equip me spiritually and intellectually for the leadership ministry I
had just started.  This has been fulfilled!  I have found this program very beneficial as I give
pastoral care to both Thai Christians and missionaries, lead the team and teach the Word.  It has
helped me examine my own leadership style and learn from my own mistakes.  The bulk of my
work did not make studying and working easy.  Yet there is an advantage in doing both; while I am
dealing with issues in the ministry, I was also being helped by the courses I was doing and books
I had to read.  In other words, I had an on-going tutor.  It is only by God’s grace, strength and
wisdom that I am now finished!  To Him be the glory!”

Nosor Fuentes Cacho
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Educa-

tional Ministries
Philippines

Family -- Wife - Lualhati M. Gaspar-
Cacho, MD; Children - Paul Nosor
(21), Trina Lu (19), Karen Lu (15)

Background:  B.S.C.; CPA; Hospital Administrator; Seminary Faculty; Interim Pastor; Currently -
pulpit supply, faculty & business manager at Doane Baptist Seminary, and medical missions.

“The program has helped me a lot in my personal spiritual growth.  I was able to gain a
wider perspective as far as my ministry is concerned and I became so dependent on God.  It
helped me also to enhance my skills and confidence in handling God’s Word both in my teaching
and preaching ministry, in preparing young men and women for full-time service.   ABTS has
helped me to understand what real ministry is.  It is not enough to be involved in the ministry; I must
be tempered with a real commitment to have a staying power in the ministry, which means a long
stretch of patience and a lot of rethinking.   ABTS has the program that will enable you to under-
stand what real ministry is.”

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S



A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SSSS S

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
A

B
T

A
B

T
SS SSS Page 6, Seminary News & Notes              ABTS of CU

Naw Guestar Bwela
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Educational Ministries
Family:  Husband -- Saw True Blood; Sons -- Saw Hsah Du Gaw (27), Saw Hsah Law La (25),
Saw Hsah Gay Htoo (22); Daughters -- Naw Hsah Mu Nar(29), Naw Hsah Mu Kuh (20).
Myanmar
Background:  B.Ed., Chairperson of
church Christian Education &  Aid &
Loan work group, treasurer of
Y.W.C.A., Coordinator of Community
Management Course, Instructor of
ESL.

“I thank God for the privilege
He granted me to attend this course.
I never dreamed of getting this kind of opportunity.  He is able.  ‘I can do everything through Jesus
Christ who strengthens me.’  I do not deserve it, but by the grace of God, our Father, I have
finished this course.  I’d like to thank especially our teachers, professors and all who made it
possible for us and are responsible for this course.  I appreciate this degree programme for the
excellent teaching of our professors, gaining immeasurable value in spiritual knowledge, and sav-
ing our time and money since we don’t have to go abroad for studies.  We also had a free and very
delightful meal in the afternoon donated by our friends from abroad, for their love for God.  We do
not deserve them; all of these blessings are because of the gracious God who loves us.  May God
bless you all.”

Agustinus Titi
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Educational

Ministries; plans to work toward a Doctorate
via on-line program.

Indonesia
Family -- Wife - Endang Setyowati; Children - Kezia Elkardiana (11), Ariel Karsten (6)
Background:  B. Law & M.A.Law; Staff & Acting Gen. Sec. - Intervarsity Christian Fellowship;
Vice Principal - Universitas Christian KW; Pastor & Church Chairman.
Project: “Spiritual Camp Manual”

“I learned very much from the examples and experiences of the lecturers -- to develop
my Biblical knowledge, to be faithful to the truth, to develop my theology base on Biblical founda-
tions, how  to be an effective minister, and it clarified my theological thinking and my commitment
to Christ’s mission.  The examples, experiences and teachings of the lecturers challenged and
helped my spiritual journey and my spiritual growth.  The courses helped me grow in the knowl-
edge of God.  I am now better equipped in my ministry and leadership. The lecturers academically
and spiritually are very good.  There is a very good combination approach between academic and
experience.  This program will help those in ministry to be truthful.  I will recommend this program
to my friends because this program will help to empower those in the mission field to be effective
servants of God.”

ABTS of CU            Seminary News & Notes, Page 5

Meria Elina Jokinen
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Pastoral Ministries; will continue for MA
Finland - Ministers in Thailand
Background:  B.Th.; Registered Nurse; Missionary/Missionary Nurse since 1983.

“I take care of two hostels of
hilltribe children who are poor or orphaned.
In addition I help some local churches by
teaching, encouraging and mentoring sev-
eral Thai pastors. I am very glad to be able
to study while ministering in Thailand.  I
value this ABTS MRE degree, because it
is an in-ministry degree and combined with
knowledge and ministry experience.  Study-
ing the Word of God systematically and from different aspects and angles has given me a greater
desire to read and study it for my personal nourishment.  Your wonderful study program has equipped
me with many new tools.  Even though I have been a missionary for many years I found this
program very refreshing in the area of Biblical knowledge and interpretation.  I have learned to
respect the hermeneutically sound doctrines taught by the professors.  I have little by little under-
stood that theology belongs to the street and marketplaces and should belong to our everyday
lives so that real transformations by the Word of God can occur.  Daily Christian life with many
ethical and moral issues is full of theology.  It is compulsory to have a good theology degree. The
more I have studied with the program, the more confident and committed I have become in the
area of using the Bible as a key tool in my ministry.  Being a woman I used to have doubts about my
calling to teach, preach and use the Word of God in  many events.  The Holy Spirit has encouraged
me to use the Bible to feed spiritually hungry around me.  Mostly I work with young people and it is
a challenge to teach them to understand the will of God in many issues.  The more I have taught
the Bible, the more committed I have become to this calling from God.   My prayer is that through
this education programme I could be more useful and a blessing in Thailand.  With ABTS, you get
more than just a degree -- you will get a transformation in your spiritual life and ministry!”

Naw Aye Aye Mon
Degree:  In-Ministry MRE/Educational Ministries

Family:  Husband -- Cin Khan Lian;
Children -- Esther (8), Samuel (4), Deborah (1)

Myanmar
Background:  B.A. in English; Housewife & ministry

volunteer.
“Without the knowledge of such a precious kind

of MRE program, I cannot have an exciting new op-
portunity for this kind of discipleship.  I believe this will
change the face of our ministry more than any other
single event in which we have participated.”
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ADMINISTRA TION & F ACULTY - Singapore

Norman J. Barnard, Ph. D. ABWE
   Director, Associate Professor of English Bible

Robert K. Rapa, D. Theo. ABWE
   Dean, Professor of New Testament
Robert H. Howder, D. Min. Candidate ABWE
   Associate Director, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care

James A. Blumenstock, Th. M. ABWE
   Assistant Professor of Philosophical & Historical Theology

Andrew G. Pasma, J.D., M. Div. ABWE
   Business Affairs, Instructor of English Bible

Louise Barnard,  MA ABWE
  Academic Affairs

Esther R. Howder, BA ABWE
   Admissions

Esther Rapa, MRE ABWE
   Student Services
Deanna Pasma, RN ABWE
    Publications

ADMINISTRA TION & F ACULTY Raising Support

Timothy Miskimen, Th. M. ABWE
    Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology

Arturo G. Ordonia, Ph.D. Candidate    ABWE  GAP
   Associate Professor of Educational Ministries

Daron Wilson, Th.M. ABWE
   Assistant Professor of New Testament
Donna Messenger, MRE ABWE
  International Director of Alumni & Student Relations

ADJUNCT FACULTY

Lawrence Armstrong, D. Min. ABWE Missionary at Large
William Barrick, Th. D. Master’s Seminary, USA
William Commons, D. Miss. ABWE Strategic Initiatives
Kent Craig, M. Div. ABWE Far East Admin
Juan Eclarin, Th. M. currently in Ph. D. studies
Wayne Haston, Ph. D. ABWE CEIM
David Pardini, D. Miss. CBTC ABWE Hong Kong
Caleb Shum C.H., Th. M. CBTC Hong Kong
Eric W. Zeller, M.Div. currently in Ph.D. studies
Kevin D. Zuber, Ph.D. Moody Bible Institute, USA

CU VISITING  FACULTY

Robert W. Nienhuis, Ph. D.       David B. Kennedy, Th.M.
Gary T. Meadors, Th.D.

ABTS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman David Pardini, ABWE Hong Kong
Vice Chairman James Long, ABWE Regional Dir S Asia
Secretary William Smith, ABWE PNG

Sue Hahn, ABWE Japan
Thomas Carr, ABWE Japan
Craig Kennedy, ABWE Philippines

ABWE Rep Kent Craig, Far East Administrator
CU Rep Robert Nienhuis, Executive Vice President
ABTS Rep Norman Barnard, Director

Through the Asia Baptist Theological
Seminary (ABTS), the Association of Baptists
for World Evangelism (ABWE) and Corner-
stone University (CU) make graduate-level
theological education available to eligible na-
tional church leaders and foreign missionaries
ministering in Asia.  Five missionary couples
sent out by churches and serving under ABWE
maintain the office in Singapore and liaise with
country coordinators at seminar sites in South-
east Asia.  Students earn an In-Ministry Mas-
ter of Religious Education (M.R.E. - 32 hrs),
or the Master of Arts in  Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies (M.A. - 63 hrs), granted by CU and accred-
ited by the Higher Learning Association (USA).

Resident seminar courses are offered ac-
cording to the schedule listed below.  Profes-
sors travel to the sites from Singapore, other
Asian countries, or from the US, enabling stu-
dents to earn their degree while remaining in
their own country and continuing their church,
Bible school, and evangelistic ministries.  Two-
thirds of the required credits are possible
through extension  courses (via audio cassette
and readings), monitored by faculty in
Singapore and the US.
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ASIA BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL  SEMINAR Y

OF CORNERSTONE UNIVERSITY

SITES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
HONG  KONG

Dr. & Mrs. Teddy Cheng, Country Coordinator
Seminars held at China Baptist Theological College

January, May & October

PHILIPPINES
Rev. Zoilo Anat, Country Coordinator

Seminars held at:
Doane Baptist Seminary, Iloilo - April

Doane Rest, Baguio - May
Heritage Baptist Church, Davao - October

Heritage Baptist Church, Manila - November
THAILAND

Mr. Arturo Ordonia, Country Coordinator
Seminars held at Bangkok Christian Guest House

January & July

MYANMAR
Rev. Gin Khen Mang, Country Coordinator

Seminar site arranged prior to seminar
January & July

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Rev. Bill Smith & Rev. Pat Melson,
 Country Co-Coordinators

Seminars held at Goroka Bible College
May & August

SINGAPORE
Seminars held at ABTS Singapore office

January, April, July & October
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2006 RESIDENCE SEMINAR  SCHEDULE
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Course T uition Rates for 2006  (3 Credit Hours)
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•  The  ABTS Extension Program is a mission enterprise, requiring gifts from churches and donors to field it,
missionaries to run it, and professors volunteering their time to teach and mentor.  Tuition is scaled to the
economy of each country.  Textbooks are available to students at cost.  Each course taken at Grand Rapids
Theological Seminary (of CU), Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA, this year costs US$978.  We are  thankful for
God’s people within the various countries who further assist their servants of God in paying for this excellent
education.  •

**Please note:  Tuition rate for Western Expats was listed incorrectly in the Oct.‘05 SNN.   Students who
took classes before the printing of this issue will be charged the previously-noted rate.**


