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Application 
for Admission

Optional information for statistical purposes only

Grand Rapids Theological Seminary seeks applicants who demonstrate commitment to Jesus Christ and evidence of the new birth, possess gifts for ministry, have 
earned a baccalaureate degree or its equivalent from an accredited college or university and affirm the student doctrinal statement located in the admissions 
section of the academic catalog. If you are applying as a guest student, as a non-degree seeking student or for readmission within three semesters, please contact 
the admissions office for information concerning an abbreviated version of this application.

I. Personal Information

LAST NAME	 FIRST	 	 M 	 SFX	 maiden (if applicable)

HOME ADDRESS	 	 CITY	 STATE	 	 ZIP	 	 COUNTY (if in MI)

mailing address (if different)	 	 city	state	  	 zip	 	 COUNTY (if in MI)

daytime phone	 	 evening phone	 			   social security no.

month/day of birth	 	 cITY OF BIRTH	 STATE OF BIRTH	 	 country of citizenship	

E-MAIL	 		  ALT. E-MAIL

          

Gender:	q Male	 q Female	 Birth Yr.: 19____	 Marital Status:	q Single 	q Married	 q Remarried 	 q Separated	 q Divorced	 q Widowed                   

Ethnic Background:  q Race and ethnicity unknown    q Hispanics of any race

For non-Hispanics only: 	 q American Indian or Alaska Native    	 q Asian    	 q Black or African American    

	 q Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  	 q White    	 q Two or more races

II. Employer (Please attach additional page if necessary.)

Employer name	 	 job title	 	 length of employment

Address	city	state	   	 zip	phone

IIi. Background Information (Please attach additional page if necessary.)

1. How long have you been a Christian?

2. Name, location and denominational affiliation of church of which you are a member

3. Name and location of church currently attending

4. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  q Yes   q No   If yes, please explain

Iv. Educational goals 

Start Term:	 q Fall (Aug) 20____	 q Spring (Jan) 20____	 q Summer 20____

Admit Status:	 q First time in seminary	 q Transfer	 q Re-Admit 	 q Other_____________________
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What program do you wish to pursue?			 

q Master of Arts: Counseling
	 q Adult Ministries	 q Theological Studies
	 q Biblical Studies	 q Women’s Ministries
	 q Youth Ministries 	 q Interdisciplinary Studies
			   q Thesis Track
q Master of Arts: Educational Ministries
	 q Adult Ministries	 q Women’s Ministries
	 q Youth Ministries 	 q Interdisciplinary Studies
q Master of Arts: Historical Theology
q Master of Arts: Intercultural Ministries
q Master of Arts: Interdisciplinary Studies
q Master of Arts: New Testament

What status best describes your present enrollment intentions? 

		  q 12+ hours 	 q 9 - 11 hours	 q 6 - 8 hours	 q 3 - 5 hours

Do you intend to use financial aid?	 q Yes	 q No

How did you become interested in GRTS?

	 q admissions representative	 q faculty/staff recommendation	 q location	 q Web site
	 q alumni recommendation	 q family/friend recommendation	 q mailing	 q other __________________
	 q campus visit	 q GRTS ad	 q seminary/grad fair

Please list the names of other seminaries or graduate schools to which you are applying. (optional)

Name of School	 Address	D egree Program

Is GRTS your first choice among these schools? 	 q Yes	 q No	

If not, how would GRTS rank among your choices?    q first        q second        q third

Check applicable boxes below:

Will you need assistance in securing either of the following?	 q Housing	 q Employment

Will you be using either of the following during your seminary experience?	 q Veteran’s benefits	 q Federal Stafford Student Loan

v. Educational Background
List the college from which you received your baccalaureate degree and any schools at which you have done undergraduate or graduate studies.

Name of School	 Address	D ates Attended	D egree Received	 G.P.A.

If you are transferring from another seminary, please explain why

VI. Family Information
A. Applicant (Complete only if married)	

Have any other family members attended Grand Rapids Theological Seminary? Please list names and years.

Spouse’s name	chil dren’s names and ages

Is your spouse a Christian?  	 q Yes  	 q No

q	Master of Arts: Old Testament	
q	Master of Arts: Systematic Theology
q	Master of Divinity		
		  q Adult Ministries	 q Intercultural Ministries		
	 	 q Chaplaincy Ministries	 q Pastoral Ministries		
	 	 q Church Planting	 q Women’s Ministries		
	 	 q Counseling	 q Youth Ministries
q	Master of Theology 
	 (Open only to those who have completed the Master of Divinity degree)

q	Undecided

Cornerstone University does not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, sex, age or disability in its policies and programs.
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Learning, Serving, Leading…For Ministry…For Life

B. Applicant’s Spouse

	 Please indicate your level of commitment to your spouse’s graduate education in preparation for ministry:

	 q Support	 q Support with reservations	 q Do not support

	 If you do not support, or have reservations, please explain.

	 Spouse’s Signature	D ate

Vii. Autobiographical Information

Instructions:  Please type all responses and attach to application form. Limit your total response in this section to two typed single-spaced pages.

	 1.	 Comment on your conversion, current commitment to Christ and the significant factors which have aided in your growth in Christ.

	 2.	V ocational Goal (address if applicable)
		  a. What form of Christian ministry do you anticipate entering after the completion of your seminary studies?
		  b. How do you expect this degree program to prepare you for this particular ministry?

	 3.	D escribe your previous ministry experience.

	 4.	 Comment on the encouragement you have received from family members, church leaders and significant friends concerning your  
		  giftedness for Christian ministry and the pursuit of a graduate theological degree.

	 5.	D escribe yourself with regards to strengths and weaknesses, particularly as they may affect your readiness for graduate theological  
		  education.

VIIi. Reference Information
Please give the name and current address of a ministry leader (not a relative) 
that you will be contacting for a ministry reference. 

name	name

address	a ddress

city	state	zip	city			state	zip      

phone 	phone

E-mail	 E-mail

ix. International Students

	 What is your visa status? (If you are not a U.S. citizen)  _____________________   Expiration Date:  __________

	 What is your native language? ______________________

International students who are not lifetime residents of Australia, Canada (other than Quebec), New Zealand, United Kingdom or the United States 
(other than Puerto Rico) are required to demonstrate their proficiency with the English language by submitting TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign 
Language) scores taken within one year of the admission application date. The minimum required TOEFL scores are 577 written, 233 computer or 90 
internet based. Official scores must be sent directly to GRTS; our TOEFL institution code is 1253. Please provide (unofficial) scores below if you have 
already completed the test.

	 TOEFL scores  _________________  Date of test  __________

Please give the name and current address of another person (not a relative) 
that you will be contacting for a personal reference on your behalf.



x. Certification and Signature (to be completed by applicant)

Have you read, and are you in agreement with the statement of faith and lifestyle statement as found in the admissions section of the academic catalog?
	 q Yes                    q No

Students, by virtue of their enrollment, agree to live within the framework of the school’s standards of conduct. While some may not have personal convictions in 
accord with these standards, agreeing to them obligates the student to assume responsibility for honorable adherence to them while enrolled at the seminary (arrival 
on campus through the termination of the academic program for each school year). It should, of course, be understood that any behavior, either on campus or away, 
which indicates that a student has disregard for the spirit of the school standards would be sufficient reason to ask him/her to withdraw from school.

As a student of Grand Rapids Theological Seminary, I agree to:

	 1. Exhibit honesty and integrity in my academic pursuits, personal relationships, and professional work.
	 2. Practice discernment in the areas of media and entertainment.
	 3. Abstain from the possession and use of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and illegal drugs.
	 4. Honor biblical teaching in order to maintain a right relationship with God, people, and creation.

I understand that GRTS reserves the right to perform a criminal background check on students of the university.  By signing below I am authorizing the university to 
perform a criminal background check.

I understand that accounts not paid in accordance with school policies may be submitted to a collection agency.  In addition, I understand that I am responsible for all 
collection costs if my account is submitted to a collection agency.  

I certify that all my answers on this application are complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that falsifying any part of this application may 
result in cancellation of admission and/or registration.  Finally, I certify that I will honorably adhere to the seminary standards as outlined above.

Signature	D ate

Xi. Application Checklist

Please be sure to submit the following items:

q APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION with attached autobiographical section completed and signed. 
	
q $25.00 NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION PROCESSING FEE made payable to Grand Rapids Theological Seminary. 

(Fee waived for online application.)
	
q OFFICIAL ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPTS from your bachelor’s degree institution and any other institutions you 

attended post-bachelor’s degree. (Please contact each institution to request the transcripts.)
	
q MINISTRY REFERENCE FORM – When you request this form from a ministry leader, please sign it as indicated and 

ensure the person completing the form also signs it.
	
q PERSONAL REFERENCE FORM – When you request this form, please sign it as indicated and ensure that the 

person completing the form also signs it.
	
q SPOUSE’S SIGNATURE in section VIB (and comments, if necessary).

Please forward the completed application for admission with the $25.00 
application processing fee payable to Grand Rapids Theological Seminary to:

Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
Admissions Office

1001 E. Beltline Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

You will be notified in writing concerning the status of your application and admission.

Cornerstone University does not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, sex, age or disability in its policies and programs.

1001 E Beltline Ave NE | Grand Rapids MI 49525-5897
(616) 222-1422 | toll free (800) 697-1133 | fax (616) 254-1623   
grts.cornerstone.edu | grts@cornerstone.edu
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Place Photo Here
(Optional)


